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MISSION&VISION

Our values
Qual i ty

Rel iabi l i ty
Orig inal i ty

Care, love and respect
Virtuousness

Establ ish ing a safe and secure school environment
Commitment

Academic Integr i ty

Our miss ion is to develop 
open-minded, ref lect ive and pr in-
c ip led indiv iduals who accept an 
act ive role in seeking to make 
th ings better and pr ior i t ize 
change, set good role models for 
the society with moral sens i t iv i ty, 
contr ibute to the humanity, show 
leadership, and demonstrate 
r isk-tak ing. 

Our v is ion is to become a 
pioneer ing school in Turkey and 
a model for the world by develop-
ing indiv iduals in the pursu i t of 
leadersh ip in academic , socia l 
and cul tural aspects .

Our pr inc ip les are 

to enable explorat ion of concepts , ideas 
and issues through an inquiry-based 
approach

to engender respect for indiv idual i ty and 
dif ference rather than stereotyping. 

to create an educat ional environment in 
which we foster tolerance, part ic ipat ion 
and col laborat ion.

to encourage student-centered teaching 
and cr i t ical th ink ing.

to fol low up-to-date developments in 
both nat ional and internat ional educat ion 
programs and establ ish balance between 
the need for change and f idel i ty to cul tur-
al and tradit ional values .

•

•

•

•

•
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SCHOOL PROFILE
Kartal Anadolu Imam Hat ip High School is one of the top schools in Turkey admitt ing 
students with in the 0.7% among approximately 2 mi l l ion s tudents in the nat ional h igh 
school examinat ions .We offer a f ive-year educat ion program with di f ferent opt ions for 
di f ferent grades . 

Year 1 s tarts with a preparatory programme in Engl ish language providing a scale of 
levels based on the CEFR. The students are tested with OPT (Oxford placement test) 
together with school subject examinat ions to have a pass degree after complet ing the 
f i rs t year.

In year 9, the students cont inue with ei ther nat ional programme or IGCSE which also 
acts as a pre-DP programme and whose resul ts are used to evaluate the students ’ 
performances planning to study IB DP.

IB diploma programme starts in year 10 with a ser ies of DP subjects on offer at di f fer-
ent levels . Studying sc ience subjects and mathemat ics in a language (Engl ish language) 
other than their mother tongue, the students get a bi l ingual dip loma. The number of 
s tudents s tudying abroad is increas ing each year.

There is also a wel l-organized course programme after the class hours support ing the 
students , who prefer non-IB route, for the nat ional univers i ty examinat ions . 

We bel ieve in the power of developing independent learners and the importance of 
l i fe- long learning. Thus , we provide a lot of extra-curr icu lar act iv i t ies in which the 
students act ively part ic ipate and so develop their socia l , communicat ion , and organiza-
t ional sk i l l s .  These act iv i t ies range from science fairs organized in di f ferent countr ies 
to symposiums in which each role, inc luding leadership to events , is shared and carr ied 
out by students . 

With 180 students graduat ing every year, we are contr ibut ing to bui ld a better world 
and a better future through educat ion.
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WHAT IS AN IB DP 
EDUCATION?

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) was establ ished in 1968 to provide an internat ional 
educat ion that would enable young people to better understand and manage the com-
plexi t ies of our world , and to provide them with the sk i l l s and att i tudes to take act ion 
to improve i t.  Such an educat ion was grounded in the more progress ive educat ional 
th ink ing of the t ime but also in the bel ief that the world could be made better through 
an educat ion that focused on concepts , ideas and issues that crossed disc ip l inary, 
cul tural , nat ional and geographical boundar ies .

The DP sought to provide students with a tru ly internat ional educat ion—an educat ion 
that encouraged an understanding and appreciat ion of other cul tures , languages and 
points of v iew. 

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) is an academical ly chal lenging and balanced 
programme of educat ion with f inal examinat ions that prepares s tudents , aged 16 to 19, 
for success at univers i ty and l i fe beyond. I t has been des igned to address the inte l lec-
tual , socia l , emot ional and phys ical wel l -being of s tudents . The programme has gained 
recognit ion and respect from the world ’s leading univers i t ies .

The Diploma Programme prepares s tudents for effect ive part ic ipat ion in a rapidly 
evolv ing and increas ingly global society as they:

◊ develop phys ical ly, inte l lectual ly, emot ional ly and eth ical ly
◊ acquire breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding , s tudying courses from     
  s ix subject groups
◊ develop the sk i l l s and a posi t ive att i tude towards learning that wi l l  prepare them   
   for h igher educat ion
◊ study at least two languages and increase understanding of cul tures , inc luding their    
   own
◊ make connect ions across tradit ional academic disc ip l ines and explore the nature of  
   knowledge through the programme’s unique theory of knowledge course
◊ undertake in-depth research into an area of interest through the lens of one or   
   more academic disc ip l ines in the extended essay
◊ enhance their personal and interpersonal development through creat iv i ty, act ion 
   and serv ice.

We are preparing s tudents  for  success  in higher 
educat ion and to  be act ive  part ic ipants  in a 

global  society.



THE PROGRAMME MODEL
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The Diploma Programme provides 
a chal lenging , internat ional ly 
focused, broad and balanced 
educat ional exper ience for 
s tudents aged 16 to 19. Students 
are required to study s ix subjects 
and a curr icu lum core concurrent ly 
over two years .

The programme is des igned to 
equip s tudents with the basic aca-
demic sk i l l s needed for univers i ty 
s tudy, further educat ion and their 
chosen profess ion. Addit ional ly, the 
programme supports the develop-
ment of the values and l i fe sk i l l s 
needed to l ive a fu l f i l led and 
purposefu l l i fe. 

The learner prof i le and the core are posi t ioned at the centre of the programme, ref lect ing 
the pr ior i ty given to affect ive dispos i t ion as wel l as cognit ive development, and a concern 
with developing competent and act ive ci t izens as wel l as subject specia l i s ts . The core require-
ments of theory of knowledge (TOK), the extended essay and creat iv i ty, act iv i ty, serv ice (CAS) 
broaden the educat ional exper ience and chal lenge students to apply their knowledge and 
understanding in real- l i fe contexts .



THE DIPLOMA 
PROGRAMME 
CORE 
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The extended essay (EE) requires 
s tudents to engage in independent 
research through an in-depth s tudy of a 
quest ion relat ing to one of the DP 
subjects they are studying. 

Theory of knowledge (TOK) develops 
a coherent approach to learning that 
uni f ies the academic disc ip l ines . In th is 
course on cr i t ical th ink ing , s tudents 
inquire into the nature of knowing and 
deepen their understanding of knowledge 
as a human construct ion.

Creativity, activity, service (CAS) 
emphasizes help ing students to develop 
their own ident i t ies in accordance with the 
eth ical pr inc ip les embodied in the IB 
miss ion statement and the IB learner 
prof i le. CAS complements a chal lenging 
academic programme in a hol is t ic way, 
provid ing opportuni t ies for sel f-determina-
t ion , col laborat ion , accompl ishment and 
enjoyment. I t involves s tudents in a range 
of act iv i t ies alongs ide their academic s tud-
ies throughout the DP. The three strands 
of CAS are creat iv i ty (explor ing and 
extending ideas leading to an or ig inal or 
interpret ive product or performance), 
act iv i ty (phys ical exert ion contr ibut ing to 
a healthy l i fes ty le) and serv ice (col labora-
t ive and reciprocal engagement with the 
community in response to an authent ic 
need).

EE

TOK

CAS
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INTERNATIONAL-MINDEDNESS
The aim of al l IB programmes is to develop 
internat ional ly minded people who recog-
nize their common humanity and shared 
guardianship of the planet. Central to th is 
aim is internat ional-mindedness .

Internat ional-mindedness is a mult i faceted 
concept that captures a way of th ink ing , 
being and act ing character ized by an open-
ness to the world and a recognit ion of our 
deep interconnectedness to others .

To be open to the world , we need to under-
s tand i t. IB programmes therefore provide 
students with opportuni t ies for sustained 
inquiry into a range of local and global 
issues and ideas . This wi l l ingness to see 
beyond immediate s i tuat ions and boundar-
ies is essent ia l as global izat ion and emerg-
ing technologies cont inue to blur tradit ion-
al dis t inct ions between the local , nat ional 
and internat ional .

An IB educat ion fosters internat ional-mind-
edness by helping students ref lect on their 
own perspect ive, cul ture and ident i t ies , as 
wel l as those of others . By engaging with 
diverse bel iefs , values and exper iences , 
and by learning to th ink and col laborate 
across cul tures and disc ip l ines , IB learners 
gain the understanding necessary to make 
progress towards a more peaceful wor ld .

An IB educat ion further enhances the devel-
opment of internat ional-mindedness 
through mult i l ingual ism. Al l IB programmes 
require s tudents to s tudy, or s tudy in , more 
than one language. This is because we 
bel ieve that communicat ing in more than 
one language helps s tudents to appreciate 
that h is or her own language, cul ture and 
world view are jus t one of many. In th is 
way, i t provides excel lent opportuni t ies to 
develop intercul tural understanding and 
respect.
Internat ional-mindedness is also encour-
aged through a focus on global engage-
ment and meaningfu l serv ice with the com-
munity. These elements chal lenge students 

to cr i t ical ly cons ider power and pr iv i lege, 
and to recognize that they hold th is planet 
and i ts resources in trus t for future genera-
t ions . They also highl ight the focus on 
act ion in al l IB programmes: a focus on 
moving beyond awareness and understand-
ing to engagement, act ion and br inging 
about meaningfu l change to make a more 
peaceful and sustainable world for every-
one.

The components of an IB educat ion 
descr ibed in th is document work together 
to support the IB ’s overarching aim of 
developing internat ional-mindedness .
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THE LEARNER PROFILE
The aim of al l IB programmes is to develop internat ional ly minded people who, recogniz-
ing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a 
better and more peaceful wor ld .

The IB learner prof i le represents 10 attr ibutes valued by IB World Schools . We 
bel ieve these attr ibutes , and others l ike them, can help people become respons i-
ble members of local , nat ional and global communit ies .

As IB learners,  we strive to be:

Thinkers:
We use cr i t ical and creat ive 
th ink ing sk i l l s to analyse and 
take respons ib le act ion on 
complex problems. We exer-
c ise in i t iat ive in making 
reasoned, eth ical decis ions .

Communicators:
We express ourselves conf i-
dent ly and creat ively in more 
than one language and in 
many ways. We col laborate 
effect ively, l i s tening carefu l ly 
to the perspect ives of other 
indiv iduals and groups.

Open-minded:
We cr i t ical ly appreciate our 
own cul tures and personal 
h is tor ies , as wel l as the values 
and tradit ions of others . We 
seek and evaluate a range of 
points of v iew, and we are 
wi l l ing to grow from the exper i-
ence.

Caring:
We show empathy, compas-
s ion and respect. We have a 
commitment to serv ice, and 
we act to make a posi t ive 
dif ference in the l ives of 
others and in the world 
around us .

Knowledgeable:
We develop and use conceptu-
al understanding , explor ing 
knowledge across a range of 
disc ip l ines . We engage with 
issues and ideas that have 
local and global s igni f icance.

Principled:
We act with integr i ty and 
honesty, with a strong sense 
of fairness and jus t ice, and 
with respect for the digni ty 
and r ights of people every-
where. We take respons ib i l i ty 
for our act ions and their 
consequences .

Risk-takers:
We approach uncertainty with 
forethought and determina-
t ion; we work independent ly 
and cooperat ively to explore 
new ideas and innovat ive s trat-
egies . We are resourcefu l and 
res i l ient in the face of 
chal lenges and change.

Balanced:
We understand the impor-
tance of balancing dif ferent 
aspects of our l ives—inte l lectu-
al , phys ical and emot ional—to 
achieve wel l- being for 
ourselves and others . We 
recognize our interdepen-
dence with other people and 
with the world in which we 
l ive.

Reflective:
We thoughtfu l ly cons ider the 
world and our own ideas and 
exper ience. We work to under-
s tand our s trengths and weak-
nesses in order to support our 
learning and personal develop-
ment.



APPROACHES TO TEACHING 
AND LEARNING
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IB programmes are taught by teachers who 
expl ic i t ly help students learn how to develop the 
att i tudes and sk i l l s they need for both academic 
and personal success .

Approaches to teaching

There are s ix key pedagogical pr inc ip les that 
underpin al l IB programmes. Teaching in IB 
programmes is :

• based on inquiry

• focused on conceptual understanding

• developed in local and global contexts

• focused on effect ive teamwork and col laborat ion

• di f ferent iated to meet the needs of al l learners

• informed by assessment (format ive and summative). 

Approaches to learning

This area develops essent ia l sk i l l s that inc lude sk i l l s of behaviour and emot ional management, sk i l l s that 
al low the students to monitor their own effect iveness in their learning and sk i l l s that al low them to 
process informat ion effect ively (often cal led “study sk i l l s ” in a school environment). Al though these sk i l l s 
may be in use when developing a certain natural abi l i ty or talent, they are dif ferent from both abi l i ty 
and talent themselves because prof ic iency in any sk i l l  can be increased through the del iberate use of 
techniques and strategies , feedback and chal lenge. Sk i l l s are therefore highly teachable.
Teaching and learning in the Diploma Programme (DP) therefore incorporates the development of :

• th ink ing sk i l l s

• communicat ion sk i l l s

• socia l sk i l l s

• se l f-management sk i l l s

• research sk i l l s .

A l though these are presented as dis t inct categor ies , there is some over lap and close connect ions 

between them. These categor ies should be seen as interre lated, as wel l as l ink ing closely with the 

attr ibutes h ighl ighted in the IB learner prof i le. IB s tudents work to become inquirers , knowledgeable, 

th inkers , communicators , pr inc ip led, open-minded, car ing , r isk-takers , balanced and ref lect ive.

mic 



Academic integr i ty is a guid ing pr inc ip le in educat ion and a choice to act in a respons ib le way 
whereby others can have trust in us as indiv iduals . I t i s the foundat ion for eth ical decis ion-mak-
ing and behaviour in the product ion of legi t imate, authent ic and honest scholar ly work .

Al l IB students should understand:

• their respons ib i l i ty for producing authent ic and genuine indiv idual and group work
• how to correct ly attr ibute sources , acknowledging the work and ideas of others
• the respons ib le use of informat ion technology and socia l media
• how to observe and adhere to eth ical and honest pract ice dur ing examinat ions .
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

During the learning journey,  academic integr i ty is fundamental in s tudents' development into 
respons ib le and car ing world c i t izens of the future. 

The key educat ional reasons to take such a strong l ine on academic integr i ty are:

To maintain fairness . 

IB assessments can only be 
fair i f al l s tudents are provid-
ed with an equal opportuni ty; 
and to be val id , they need to 
provide an accurate ref lec-
t ion of a student ’s achieve-
ment. Any act that under-
mines th is fa irness by 
students engaging in academ-
ic misconduct or schools com-
mitt ing maladminis trat ion wi l l 
create a disadvantage for 
those who have compl ied 
with the ru les .

To maintain trust and credi-

bi l i ty. Trust in academic qual i-
f icat ions is fundamental . 
When a student or a school 
contravene the pr inc ip le of 
academic integr i ty, that trus t 
pact is broken with the IB as 
an awarding body account-
able for the val id i ty of the 
assessment process .

To develop respect for 
others. Students that under-
s tand how knowledge is bui l t 
wi l l  understand that i t is 
acceptable to use the ideas, 
words or work of others . How-
ever, fo l lowing good academ-
ic pract ice i t is expected that 
informat ion is appropr iate ly 
acknowledged.
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BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS

Students at Internat ional Baccalaureate® ( IB) World Schools are given a unique, chal lenging 
and diverse educat ion.

IB learners are:
• encouraged to th ink cr i t ical ly and solve complex problems,
• dr ive their own learning ,
• a core part in educat ional programmes that can lead them to some of the highest-ranking    
  univers i t ies around the world ,
• more cul tural ly aware, through the development of a second language, 
• able to engage with people in an increas ingly global ized, rapidly changing world .

IB s tudents develop strong academic , socia l and emot ional character is t ics . They are also l ike ly 
to perform wel l academical ly – often better than students on other curr icu la .

BENEFITS FOR TEACHERS

The Internat ional Baccalaureate® ( IB) offers many benef i ts to teachers . 

• High qual i ty profess ional development that encourages cr i t ical th ink ing , se l f-ref lect ion and  
  dedicat ion to l i fe long learning and cont inuous improvement.
• Innovat ive and diverse educat ion frameworks , uni t planners , teaching resources and evalua
  t ion tools .
• Cert i f icat ion and degree programmes offered by highly respected univers i t ies worldwide.
• A pedagogy known to produce students who are mot ivated to cont inue inquiry and l i fe long  
  learning , beyond school s tudy.

BENEFITS FOR SCHOOLS

• High qual i ty programmes of educat ion , which support development of knowledgeable and  
  inquir ing students .
• Profess ional development that supports effect ive educators and col laborat ive profess ional 
  learning communit ies .
• A worldwide network of h ighly respected IB World Schools , work ing together to share best 
  pract ice.



THE CURRICULUM
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IB Diploma Programme is a detai led and 
developmental ly appropr iate curr icu lum 
or curr icu lum framework that is broad, 
balanced, conceptual and connected.

The programme emphasizes the impor-
tance of making connect ions , explor ing 
the relat ionships between academic disc i-
p l ines , and learning about the world in 
ways that reach beyond the scope of 
indiv idual subjects . I t also focuses on 
offer ing students authent ic opportuni t ies 
to connect their learning to the world 
around them.

IB Diploma Programme students must 
choose one subject from each of the f ive 
groups ( 1 to 5) , ensur ing breadth of knowl-
edge and understanding in their best 
language, addit ional language(s) , the 
socia l sc iences , the exper imental sc iences 
and mathemat ics . Students must also 
choose ei ther an arts subject from group 
6, or a second subject from groups 1 to 5.

DP subjects can be taken at h igher level or s tandard level . At least three and not more than four 
subjects are taken at h igher level ( 240 teaching hours) , whi le the other subjects are taken at s tan-
dard level ( 150 teaching hours). Students s tudy and take examinat ions in Engl ish except for Turk-
ish A and TITC subjects .

In addit ion to disc ip l inary  s tudy, the Diploma Programme features three core elements that 
broaden students ’ educat ional exper ience and chal lenge them to apply their knowledge and 
sk i l l s .



KAIHL DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
SUBJECTS
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Studies in language and l iterature

• Language A: l i terature—Turk ish A HL/SL

Language acquisit ion

• Language B—Engl ish B HL/SL
• Language Arabic ab in i t io (SL only)

Individuals and societ ies

• Turkey in the 20th century (TITC) (SL only)
• Psychology SL

Sciences

• B io logy  HL/SL
• Chemis try  HL/SL
• Phys ics  HL/SL

Mathematics

• Mathemat ics Analys is and Approaches (AA)  
HL/SL

Diploma Programme courses onl ine
Students can enrol in a range of author ized DP 
courses onl ine offered via their IB World School .

Please, note that 
1 . we do not offer group 6 subjects , 
2 . the min imum number of students to offer a level is 4 .

At KAIHL, DP candidates are f i rst admitted to pre-IB programme in the 1st term of year 10 dur ing which 
candidates are assessed hol ist ical ly through their competency, abi l i ty to use dif ferent sk i l l s ,  adaptat ion 
to the programme, and grades. The pre-IB course is not a formal part of the DP programme, but acts 
as equivalent to the f i rst term of the IB Diploma Programme.
The Diploma Programme starts at the 2nd term of year 10 at KAIHL and f in ishes at the 1st term of year 
12 after s i t t ing DP examinat ions in November. This enables the students to al locate necessary t ime to 
study for the nat ional univers i ty examinat ions . P lease, note that TITC, Psychology and Arabic ab in i t io 
exams are administered in the 2nd term of year 11 .

Summary of the Assessment cycle

• Regis trat ions are accepted unt i l  the end of June before the start of year 10. 

• Candidates take 3 HL and 3 SL subjects according to the avai labi l i ty of the subject/ level at specif ied 
hours .(HL 240 hours , SL 150 hours , TOK 100 hours)

• Pre-IB s tarts in September in the 1s t term of year 10/ Off ic ia l DP lessons s tart in the 2nd term of year 
10. 

• The candidates submit IAs &EE & subject speci f ic requirements by the second term of year 11 (by June 
in the 2nd term of year 11 )

• The candidates take TITC, Psychology and Arabic ab in i t io exams in May in the 2nd term of year 11 .

• Main Examinat ion sess ion is in November in the 1s t term of year 12 .

• The issue of resul ts is in the 1s t week of January.

• Diplomas arr ive in the 1s t week of March. 

• The candidates who couldn’ t get a diploma point or who want to raise their points may retake any 
subject (There is a fee appl ied for retake)
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In th is course, s tudents wi l l  focus exclus ively on l i terary texts , adopt ing a var iety of approaches to textual 
cr i t ic ism. Students explore the nature of l i terature, the aesthet ic funct ion of l i terary language and textual i ty, 
and the relat ionship between l i terature and the world .

Distinction between SL and HL:
The model for Language A: L i terature is the same at SL and HL but there are s igni f icant quant i tat ive and 
qual i tat ive dif ferences between the levels .
SL s tudents are required to study 9 works , whi le HL students are required to study 13.
In paper 1 , both SL and HL students are presented with two previous ly unseen l i terary extracts or texts from 
dif ferent l i terary forms, each accompanied by a guiding quest ion. SL s tudents are required to wri te a guided 
analys is of one of these, whi le HL students must wr i te guided analyses of both l i terary extracts or texts .
In addit ion , HL students wi l l  have a fourth assessment component, the higher level (HL) essay, a wri t ten 
coursework task that requires s tudents to explore a l ine of inquiry in re lat ion to a studied l i terary text or 
work . The outcome is an essay of 1 ,200–1 ,500 words in which HL students are expected to demonstrate a 
deeper understanding of the nature of l i terary s tudy.

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION: ENGLISH B / ARABIC AB INITIO (SL ONLY)

Language ab in i t io and language B are Language acquis i t ion courses des igned to provide students with the 
necessary sk i l l s and intercul tural understanding to enable them to communicate successfu l ly in an environ-
ment where the language studied is spoken. This process al lows the learner to go beyond the conf ines of 
the classroom, expanding their awareness of the world and foster ing respect for cul tural divers i ty.

Distinction between SL and HL :
At both levels of Language B (SL and HL), s tudents learn to communicate in the target language in fami l iar 
and unfami l iar contexts . They descr ibe s i tuat ions , narrate events , make comparisons , explain problems, and 
state and support their personal opin ions on a var iety of topics re lat ing to course content. The study of two 
l i terary works or ig inal ly wr i t ten in the target language is required only at Language B HL. The dis t inct ion 
between language B SL and HL can also be seen in the level of competency the student is expected to devel-
op in the recept ive, product ive and interact ive sk i l l s descr ibed below.

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES: TURKEY IN THE 
20TH CENTURY (SL ONLY)

Turkey in the 20th century is a mult id isc ip l inary 
school-based syl labus based on the requirements of 
the Turk ish nat ional curr icu lum for h is tory, geography 
and sociology, incorporat ing an internat ional 
perspect ive.
Turkey is located geographical ly at the junct ion of 
two cont inents , and cul tural ly at the conf luence of at 
least two great c iv i l izat ions . This has inf luenced 
Turkey ’s h is tory and cul ture as much as i t has 
enabled i t to inf luence i ts neighbours . The purpose of 
the subject is to explore th is interchange of inf luenc-
es , us ing concepts and analyt ical frameworks from 
each of the separate disc ip l ines required in the 
Turk ish nat ional curr icu lum: h is tory, geography and 
sociology. An internat ional perspect ive is inc luded to 
help s tudents understand the role that Turkey plays 
in the region and the world , in part icu lar i ts h is tor i-
cal juxtaposi t ion between “east ” and “west ” .

LANGUAGE A: LITERATURE - TURKISH A



KARTAL AIHL IB DP

At the core of the DP psychology course is an introduct ion to three dif ferent approaches to 
understanding behaviour: 

• bio logical approach to understanding behaviour
• cognit ive approach to understanding behaviour
• sociocul tural approach to understanding behaviour.
The knowledge, concepts , theor ies and research that have developed the understanding in these 
f ie lds wi l l  be studied and cr i t ical ly evaluated to answer some of the quest ions being asked by 
psychologis ts today. 
The opt ions provide an opportuni ty to take what is learned from the study of the approaches 
to psychology and put i t into the context of specif ic l ines of inquiry, broaden students ’ exper i-
ence of the disc ip l ine and develop the students ’ cr i t ical inquiry sk i l l s .

Dist inct ion between SL and HL : 

There are three main dis t inct ions between th is course at SL and at HL. The fol lowing extens ions 
to the core approaches are studied at HL only. 
The role of animal research in understanding human behaviour
Cognit ive process ing in a technological (d ig i ta l/modern) wor ld
The inf luence of global izat ion on indiv idual behaviour

This di f ferent iat ion is ref lected in paper 1 sect ion B of the external assessment.

• SL s tudents are required to study one opt ion whi le HL students s tudy two opt ions . This di f ferent i-
at ion is ref lected in paper 2 of the external assessment. 
• Both SL and HL students wi l l  be expected to show their understanding of approaches to 
research in the internal assessment and for cr i ter ion D (cr i t ical th ink ing) in paper 1 sect ion B and 
paper 2 responses . Addit ional ly, HL students wi l l  be direct ly assessed on their understanding of 
approaches to research in paper 3 of the external assessment. This wi l l  cover both qual i tat ive 
and quant i tat ive research methods.

PSYCHOLOGY
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Biology is the study of l i fe. The f i rs t organisms appeared on the planet over 3 bi l l ion 
years ago and, through reproduct ion and natural se lect ion , have given r ise to the 8 
mi l l ion or so dif ferent species al ive today. Est imates vary, but over the course of evolu-
t ion 4 bi l l ion species could have been produced. Most of these f lour ished for a per iod 
of t ime and then became ext inct as new, better adapted species took their place. 
There have been at least f ive per iods when very large numbers of species became 
ext inct and biologis ts are concerned that another mass ext inct ion is under way, 
caused th is t ime by human act iv i ty. Nonetheless , there are more species al ive on Earth 
today than ever before. This divers i ty makes biology both an endless source of fasc ina-
t ion and a cons iderable chal lenge.

Chemistry i s an exper imental sc ience that combines academic s tudy with the acquis i-
t ion of pract ical and invest igat ional sk i l l s .  I t is often cal led the central sc ience, as 
chemical pr inc ip les underpin both the phys ical environment in which we l ive and al l 
b io logical systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of s tudy in i ts own r ight, chemis-
try is a prerequis i te for many other courses in h igher educat ion , such as medic ine, 
bio logical sc ience and environmental sc ience, and serves as usefu l preparat ion for 
employment.

Physics is the most fundamental of the exper imental sc iences , as i t seeks to explain 
the universe i tse l f from the very smal les t part ic les—current ly accepted as quarks , 
which may be tru ly fundamental—to the vast dis tances between galaxies .

Distinction between SL and HL :
Group 4 students at s tandard level (SL) and higher level (HL) undertake a common 
core sy l labus , a common internal assessment ( IA) scheme and have some over lapping 
elements in the opt ion studied. They are presented with a sy l labus that encourages 
the development of certain sk i l l s ,  attr ibutes and att i tudes , as descr ibed in the “Assess-
ment object ives” sect ion of the guide.
Whi le the sk i l l s and act iv i t ies of group 4 sc ience subjects are common to students at 
both SL and HL, s tudents at HL are required to study some topics in greater depth , 
in the addit ional h igher level (AHL) mater ia l and in the common opt ions . The dis t inc-
t ion between SL and HL is one of breadth and depth.

SCIENCES: BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY / PHYSICS

This course recognizes the need for analyt ical expert ise in a world where innovat ion 
is increas ingly dependent on a deep understanding of mathemat ics . This course 
inc ludes topics that are both tradit ional ly part of a pre-univers i ty mathemat ics course 
(for example, funct ions , tr igonometry, calculus) as wel l as topics that are amenable to 
invest igat ion , conjecture and proof, for ins tance the study of sequences and ser ies at 
both SL and HL, and proof by induct ion at HL.
The course al lows the use of technology, as f luency in re levant mathemat ical software 
and hand-held technology is important regardless of choice of course. However, Math-
emat ics : analys is and approaches has a strong emphasis on the abi l i ty to construct, 
communicate and jus t i fy correct mathemat ical arguments . 

Distinction between SL and HL : 
Students who choose Mathemat ics : analys is and approaches at SL or HL should be 
comfortable in the manipulat ion of algebraic express ions and enjoy the recognit ion 
of patterns and understand the mathemat ical general izat ion of these patterns . 
Students who wish to take Mathemat ics : analys is and approaches at h igher level wi l l 
have strong algebraic sk i l l s and the abi l i ty to understand s imple proof. They wi l l  be 
students who enjoy spending t ime with problems and get pleasure and sat is fact ion 
from solv ing chal lenging problems.

MATHEMATICS: 



Students take wri t ten examinat ions at the end of the 
programme, which are marked by external IB examiners . 
Students also complete assessment tasks in the school , 
which are ei ther in i t ia l ly marked by teachers and then 
moderated by external moderators or sent direct ly to 
external examiners . The grades awarded for each course 
range from 1 ( lowest) to 7 (h ighest). Students can also be 
awarded up to three addit ional points for their combined 
resul ts on TOK and the EE. The diploma is awarded to 
students who gain at least 24 points , subject to certain 
min imum levels of performance across the whole 
programme and to sat is factory part ic ipat ion in the CAS 
requirement. The highest total that a DP student can be 
awarded is 45 points . Assessment is cr i ter ion-re lated, 
which means s tudent performance is measured against 
speci f ied assessment cr i ter ia based on the aims and 
object ives of each subject ’s curr icu lum, rather than the 
performance of other s tudents tak ing the same examina-
t ions .

• DP candidates must s tudy s ix subjects , plus the three core 
subjects—EE, TOK and CAS. • They must accumulate no 
fewer than 24 points from assessment in these subjects , in 
addit ion to grade st ipulat ions .
• Candidates who take the diploma in mult ip le languages 
may be el ig ib le for a bi l ingual dip loma.
• Each subject is graded 1–7, with 7 being the highest grade.

ASSESSMENT

AWARD OF THE 
DIPLOMA

KARTAL AIHL IB DP

• TOK and the EE are graded A–E, with A being the highest grade. These two grades are then 
combined in the diploma points matr ix to contr ibute between 0 and 3 points to the total .
• CAS is not assessed but must be completed in order to pass the diploma. 
• The overal l maximum points from subject grades, TOK and the EE is therefore 45: ((6 × 7) + 3).
• The min imum threshold for the award of the diploma is 24 points . I f a candidate scores less 
than 24 points , the diploma is not awarded.
• There is no grade E awarded for TOK and/or the EE.
• There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/ level .
• There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (SL or HL).
• There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (SL or HL).
• The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects .
• The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects .
• The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final Award Com-
mittee.
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Students  who want  to  s tudy IB DP must  s tudy IGCSE which is  offered in  year  9  a t  KAIHL. IGSCE 
students  and their  parents  are  informed about  DP and the subjects  offered for  the diploma 
programme at  KAIHL. They are  a lso informed about  the requirements  for  the IB DP.  Students  are 
admit ted to  IB DP in year  10 on condi t ion that  they get  overal l  ‘B’ f rom IGCSE programme and 
their  IGCSE teachers  give posi t ive feedback on the s tudents’ academic ski l ls .  In  addi t ion, 
s tudents  should not  have any discipl inary case and meet  the condi t ions in  Admission Pol icy and 
accept  the terms of  the agreement .

At KAIHL, DP candidates have to 
s i t exams for the Minis try of 
Educat ion (MEB) as wel l .  Th is wi l l 
enable them to get a high school 
dip loma which otherwise would 
not be poss ib le in any other way 
as IB diploma never replaces a 
high school dip loma. Although 
the IBDP examinat ions are at the 
end of the 2nd year of the 
programme, off ic ia l MEB exams 
might comprise DP subjects' 
content and act as mock exams 

for DP subjects as wel l as decid-
ing for s tudents ’ h igh school 
subject grades . 

Dur ing the two-year course, 
s tudents have to work on 
projects , take part in oral exam-
inat ions , wr i te essays or papers 
for the DP subjects al l of which 
are internal ly assessed and wi l l 
add up to their f inal IB marks . 
Addit ional ly, they wi l l  have to 
attend more lessons than nat ion-
al curr icu lum students who study 
40 hours a week. For DP, there 
wi l l  be up to 45 lesson hours in a 
week , so DP candidates automat i-
cal ly accept 43-45 lesson hours 
in a week.

KAİHL aims to f ind the best l ink 
between the requirements of the 
two diplomas ( IBDP and MEB), 
however, s tudents need to be 
wi l l ing to accept th is extra work-
load. That means not only good 
or excel lent academic perfor-
mance is necessary to be accept-
ed as an IBDP student at KAİHL 
but also wi l l ingness to accept a 
greater work load than those 
students who only attend classes 
for the Turk ish Nat ional Educa-
t ion. Furthermore, they must show 
interest in the core of the DP; 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK), 
Creat iv i ty, Act iv i ty, Serv ice (CAS) 

projects and Extended Essay (EE). 
Students must develop and show 
competency in th ink ing sk i l l s , 
socia l sk i l l s ,  communicat ion sk i l l s , 
se l f-management sk i l l s ,  and 
research sk i l l s al l of which are 
supported through DP classes by 
the teachers . Especial ly, excel lent 
t ime-management sk i l l s and inde-
pendent learning sk i l l s wi l l  be 
cr i t ical ly important for s tudents ’ 
s tudies and al l DP students must 
be aware of their importance.

Bes ides , s tudents need to be 
good speakers of Engl ish in order 
to be successfu l in the IB DP 
exams as major i ty of subjects are 
ins tructed in Engl ish .

ADMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS TO CONTINUE 
IN THE IB DP



IB DP COUNSELLING
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•advises on correct 

course placement for 

university admissions 

and uses IB language 

in appl icat ion support.

•knows IB fr iendly 

universit ies , scholar-

ships and appl ica-

t ion requirements

• p r o v i d e s 

k n o w l e d g e 

about IB pro-

gram to sup-

port students 

and parents

What does an IB counselor  do?



IB DP STUDENTS AT KAIHL…
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have the abil i ty to inquire and research independently

are able to understand comprehensive and bal-
anced topics according to their f ields, are knowl-
edgeable, and use init iat ive to make rational and 
ethical decisions by recogniz ing complex problems

are principled who attach importance to academic 
honesty as well as an understanding of accuracy

are open-minded and understand and value their 
own culture as well as other people's and communi-
t ies' values and tradit ion

are able to understand and evaluate their own 
strengths and l imitations in order to support their 
education and personal development

are able to contribute to the society posit ively, 
care for their country and the world
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IB DP TEACHERS AT KAIHL…

have al l received official professional development 
trainings provided by IB

are experienced in teaching IB curriculum at least 
for f ive years

are supportive and devoted in any area that they 
bel ieve wil l improve students and encourage curiosity 
and creativity

design projects, workshops or events that provide 
opportunit ies for students to carry out CAS and 
develop their ski l ls

contribute to a fr iendly learning environment whi le 
chal lenging students by helping them think what 
they haven’t thought before

bui ld col laborative work that engages students with 
inter-discipl inary teachings
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FIGURES & STATISTICS
Our his torical  data 
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During our f ive-year journey in the IB DP, we proudly state that we have 

a success graph which is above the world average and continues to 

increase every year. In 2018, we graduated our f irst IB Diploma program 

students, and since then we increased our success average from 31 out 

of 45 to 36,14 in 2022.



PERCEPTIONS OF UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS

What do university admission officials and IB graduates say about the 
DP?

“It’s the most secure foundation available for successful college grad-
uation.” Jonathan Burdick, Dean of College Admission, University of 
Rochester, USA

“This is an invaluable experience for a liberal arts education that 
emphasizes critical thinking.”
Madhavi Menon, Director, Center for Studies in Gender and Sexuality 
and Professor of English, Ashoka University, Harayana, India

“When I entered my new college environment, my experience in IB 
gave me the foresight to understand the power of hard work and 
pushing through difficulty.”
Alumnus Rachon Sweiss received his IB diploma from Granada Hills 
Charter High School in 2015.

“Learning in an IB environment involves critical thinking and depth of 
understanding, skills that are invaluable to making informed decisions 
in higher education and the workplace.”
–Alumnus Byron Dolon received his IB diploma from the Shanghai 
American School, China.

CONTACT INFO

Esentepe Mah. Pamuk Sk. No:3 

34870 Kartal İstanbul Türkiye

http://kartalaihl.meb.k12.tr

+90216 387 15 44

Programme Coordinator

Nalan Erdoğan

+905327904996

kaihlibdp@gmail.com


